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WELLS CITY COUNCIL 
 

COUNCIL SUMMONS 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE MEETING OF WELLS CITY COUNCIL,  
WHICH MEMBERS ARE SUMMONED TO ATTEND, WILL BE HELD IN  

WELLS TOWN HALL ON THURSDAY 30TH JUNE 2022 AT 7.00PM 

Please note this meeting will be recorded for the purpose of minute-taking. 
 

Steve Luck 
Town Clerk 

 

 
Town Hall, Market Place 
Wells  BA5 2RB 
01749 673091 
e-mail: townclerk@wells.gov.uk           23rd June 2022 

  
AGENDA 

 
  
1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS 

To receive any apologies for absence. 
  
2 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 

To receive Councillors’ Declarations of Interests, made under the Council’s Code of 
Conduct adopted 27th July 2012. 

  
3 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL HELD ON THE  
12TH MAY 2022 
To be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Mayor. 

  
4 MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  

Public speaking time is normally restricted to 15 minutes in total, at the discretion of the 
Mayor. 

  
5 MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

       Mayor’s Diary 
i 1st July - Speech Day, Wells Cathedral School 
ii 3rd July - Mayor Making, Wells Town Hall 
iii 8th July - Wells Rotary Dinner, 75th Anniversary, Wells Golf Club 
iv 15th July - WOWFest Opening Ceremony, Cedars Hall 

v 17th July - Wells Classic Motorcycle Club, Wells Football Club 
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6 COMMITTEE STRUCTURE 

i To confirm membership of the Finance, Outside Spaces and Planning 
Committees (attached). 

ii To appoint a new member to the Planning & Environment Committee. 
  
7 MANAGEMENT GROUPS 

To nominate four Councillors to sit on the: 
i Portway Annexe Management Group 
ii Wells Recreation Trust Management Group 

  
8 OUTSIDE SPACES & ESTATES COMMITTEE 

To receive minutes of the informal meeting held on 9th June. 
  
9 FINANCE & COUNCIL MATTERS COMMITTEE 

To receive the minutes of the informal meeting held on 16th June. 
  

10 PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
To receive the minutes of the meetings, by delegated authority: 
23rd/24th May 
23rd June (to follow) 

  
11 INTERNAL AUDIT (attached) 

To receive the Internal Audit report. 
  

12 EXTERNAL AUDIT (attached) 
 i To approve and sign the Annual Governance statements for the year 2021-22 

ii To approve and sign the Annual Statement of Accounts for the year 2021-22 
  
13 CIVIC REVIEW 

To agree to the temporary suspension of the ruling on ‘continuous service’ and the 
wearing of red robes and replace with the ‘longest overall service’, subject to the agreed 
Civic Review. 

  
14 COUNCILLORS MONTHLY SURGERY 

To propose that Wells City Councillors set up a monthly open surgery attended on a rota 
basis by at least two councillors to meet the public from 6.00pm till 7.00pm at WCC, 10 
days before any full council meeting starting on Monday 18th of July.   
Proposed by Cllr S Powell. 

  
15 WELLS CHARTER FAIR 

To propose to set up a task and finish group to consider and review the Annual Wells 
Charter Fair which takes place in Wells Market Place on the first Saturday in May.  
Proposed by Cllr S Powell. 

  
16 TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

i To receive the Bus Link Officer’s report from Cllr D Denis (attached) 
ii To receive the Sustainable Wells report from Cllr D Denis (attached) 

  
17 TO RECEIVE ANY WRITTEN REPORTS FROM DISTRICT OR COUNTY 

COUNCILLORS 
To follow if any received. 

  
18 ANY OTHER URGENT MATTERS OF REPORT 
  

19 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of Wells City Council will be Thursday 28th July 2022, 7pm 
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EXCLUDE THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
Note: If it is necessary for matters to be considered in confidence, it will be proposed by the 
Mayor that a resolution be passed under the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to 
Meetings) Act 1960 as amended. 

  

Circulation List:  

Town Clerk/RFO Town Crier Wells Chamber of Commerce 

Town Clerk Assistant WCC Internal Auditor Wells Civic Society 

Cemetery & Burial Officer Wells Journal & Wells Voice Wells Visitor Information 

Outside Spaces Officer Mendip District Council The Bishop’s Palace 

Wells City Council members District Councillors Wells Cathedral 

Serjeants-at-Mace County Councillor Wells Police Station 

Mayor’s Chaplain   

   

 
See WCC website for all Agendas and Minutes of meetings. 
 
  

https://www.wells.gov.uk/meetings
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WELLS CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

FINANCE & COUNCIL MATTERS 

CHAIR:  Cllr T Pullin 

OUTSIDE SPACES & ESTATES 

CHAIR:  Cllr L Agabani 

FINANCE 

Lead Cllr: T Pullin 

Deputy Lead Cllr: J Browne 

OUTSIDE SPACES 

Lead Cllr: L Agabani 

Deputy Lead Cllr: D Denis 

UNITARY & ACQUISITIONS 

Lead Cllr: S Cursley 

Deputy Lead Cllr: G Folkard 

PORTWAY ANNEXE 

Lead Cllr: D Orrett 

Deputy Lead Cllr: S Eden  

ARCHIVES & CIVIC ASSETS 

Lead Cllr: H Siggs 

Deputy Lead Cllr: I Von Mensenkampff 

BISHOP’S BARN 

Lead Cllr: S Powell 

Deputy Lead Cllr: T Butt Philip 

STAFFING 

Lead Cllr: T Robbins 

Deputy Lead Cllr: P Welch 

PROPERTIES 

Lead Cllr: N Kennedy 

Deputy Lead Cllr: E Knott 

 

PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT 

CHAIR:  Cllr D Denis  

1.  Cllr D Denis 

2.  Cllr D Orrett 

3.  Cllr L Agabani 

4.  Cllr S Eden  

5.  Cllr S Powell 

6.  Cllr I Von-Mensenkampff 

7.  Cllr N Kennedy 

8.  Vacancy 
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Meeting held with Peter Travis-Co Chair Somerset Bus Partnership. 

Chair of Somerset Council Bus User and Stakeholder Group on 

Monday 20/6/2022 

 

Bus Back Better £11.9 million grant. To be spent on infrastructure and bus priority lanes. 

Will be spent on bus lanes in Taunton. Current spend needs to prove outcomes to be 

able to claim more in the future. 

 

Recent timetable bus cuts in Wells by First Buses Somerset will remove direct services to 

Bridgewater affecting access to Bridgewater College for our youth.  

 

Future threats- First West of England are being reviewed over next 2/3 months. Currently 

good services to Bristol and Bath from Wells but fears are that this could change due to 

increased costs. 

 

 

New Bus Recovery Fund (started during covid) is going to end 30 September, causing 

revenue issues. Passenger levels back to 75%; precovid grants from Government to 

Somerset for concessions but only half concessionary tickets are being used. 

Bus operators facing increased wages + price of fuel. Any supported routes eg Slinky 

(Somerset CC) costs have increased by 40-50% .  

 

Somerset County needs to agree manifesto more money for buses 

Somerset council Leader Bill Revans is a proponent of bus services 

Mike Rigby Cabinet lead for Transport and Digital Infrastructure 

 

 

Connections to train services need to be maintained for Bristol /Bath. 

Requests for bus services to and from Castle Cary needs joined up transport planning 

and funding. 

 

Responsive Services eg Slinky -could this be a future option for estates on outskirts of 

Wells? 

Bus Station -current responsibility of Mendip DC.  

Significant Mendip DC budget circa £200k to refurbish and upgrade bus station.  Last 

year resurfaced carpark area, but every little other works. Can Mendip DC inform Wells 

CC what is still available in this fund to complete the upgrade required to the bus station 

to improve image of arrival point for public and tourists? 

 

Somerset Catch the Bus Week 3-11 September. Encourage all councillors using a 

bus at least once and send in photos 

Somerset Bus Manifesto – www.somersetbuspartnership.com 

 

Cllr Denise Denis   20/6/22 
  

http://www.somersetbuspartnership.com/
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Councillor Report on Sustainable Wells 

Sustainable Wells has been working with Somerset Wild Life Trust, Wells 

Sustainability Officer, and Mendip District Council to define the guidelines, 

surveys and consultation stage for the newly announced Mendip 

Environmental Areas (MEAS) which is a pilot project to develop wildlife verges 

and green spaces in Wells. Sustainable Wells will be the lead voluntary 

organisation supported by volunteers and the other members of this working 

party.  

It would be appreciated if another councillor would like to join the steering 

group. 

 

Other information on upcoming activities: 
 

Jun 26th Freecycle at Good Earth Car Park 
2 -4pm 

 
Jul 9th Repair Café at St Thomas Church Hall 
10am-12:30pm 

 

Jul 16th Nifty & Thrifty at Connect Centre 
10am- 4pm 

 

Jul 15th – 24th Somerset Food Trail (see brochure) 

 

Jul 23rd Wells Bioblitz various locations: 
 publicity and information to follow 

 

Jul 27th Resurgence Talks  (details tbc) 
7 -9pm 

 

Cllr Denise Denis 20/6/2022 


