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WELLS CITY COUNCIL 
 

COUNCIL SUMMONS 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE MEETING OF WELLS CITY COUNCIL,  
WHICH MEMBERS ARE SUMMONED TO ATTEND, WILL BE HELD IN  
WELLS TOWN HALL ON THURSDAY 27TH OCTOBER 2022 AT 7.00PM 

Please note this meeting will be recorded for the purpose of minute-taking. 
 

Steve Luck 
Town Clerk 

 

 
Town Hall, Market Place 
Wells  BA5 2RB 
01749 673091 
e-mail: townclerk@wells.gov.uk 20th October 2022 

  
AGENDA 

 
Wells City Council has declared a climate emergency.  Each agenda item must consider the 

impact on any policy and decision. 

  

  
1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS 

To receive any apologies for absence. 
  
2 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 

To receive Councillors’ Declarations of Interests, made under the Council’s Code of 
Conduct adopted 12th May 2022. 

  
3 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL HELD ON THE  
28TH JULY 2022 
To be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Mayor. 

  
4 MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  

Public speaking time is normally restricted to 15 minutes in total, at the discretion of the 
Mayor. 

  
5 CITIZENS ADVICE MENDIP PRESENTATION  

Ian Byworth, Chief Executive Officer 
- Impact on the service as a result of the increase in cost of living 
- Plans for the Portway Annexe  
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6 MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
(i) The retirement of Mace Bearer, Melanie Goody. 
 
       Mayor’s Diary 
(i) 29th Oct, Wells Classic Motorcycle Club AGM, Deputy Mayor attending 
(ii) 31st Oct, Arnold Wills, Choristers meeting in Town Hall 
(iii) 3rd Nov, Founders Day Service and AGM, Almshouses 
(iv) 8th Nov, Wells Floral Art Club, Little Theatre 
(v) 12th Nov, 80th Bishop of Bath and Wells, Wells Cathedral 
(vi) 12th Nov, Antony Gormley celebration with Project Factory, Wells and Mendip 

Museum  
(vii) 13th Nov, Remembrance Civic Sunday Service (robing from 9.30am) 
(viii) 18th Nov, Wells City Carnival 
(ix) 22nd Nov, City of Wells Probus Club 50th Anniversary dinner, Wells Town Hall 

  
7 PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

To receive the minutes of the meeting held on: 
(i) 18th August 2022 (attached by email) 
(ii) 15th September 2022, under delegated authority (attached by email) 
(iii) 20th October (to follow) 

  
8 OUTSIDE SPACES & ESTATES COMMITTEE 

To receive the minutes of the meeting held on 1st September 2022 and  
6th October (attached). 

  
9 FINANCE & COUNCIL MATTERS COMMITTEE  

To receive the minutes of the meeting held on 8th September 2022 and  
13th October (attached). 

  
10 EXTERNAL AUDIT 2021-22 

To receive the External Auditor’s Report (attached). 
  

11 BRITANNIA INN 
Application for the Britannia Inn to be registered as an asset of community value.  
Proposed by Cllr T Butt Philip. 

  
12 COUNCILLORS MONTHLY SURGERY 

To receive an update from Cllrs T Pullin and S Eden. 
  

13 CALENDAR OF MEETINGS AND ENGAGEMENTS 
To receive draft diary (attached). 

  
14 TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

(i) Twinning Association update – Cllr D Orrett (attached, page 4). 
  

15 CLIMATE EMERGENCY MOTION 2019 BY WELLS CITY COUNCIL 

(attached, page 5-6) 

Report to the citizens of Wells on an annual basis to demonstrate progress in making 
City of Wells carbon neutral by 2030. 
Climate Emergency Motion.pdf 
 
Cllr Denise Denis would like to draw attention to the Council that this commitment has 
not been met over the last 3 years and would like a debate on the climate emergency 
motion. 

https://www.wells.gov.uk/userfiles/files/Sustainable/Documents/Climate%20Emergency%20Motion.pdf
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Circulation List:  

Town Clerk/RFO Town Crier Wells Chamber of Commerce 

Town Clerk Assistant WCC Internal Auditor Wells Civic Society 

Cemetery & Burial Officer Wells Journal & Wells Voice Wells Visitor Information 

Outside Spaces Officer Mendip District Council The Bishop’s Palace 

Wells City Council members District Councillors Wells Cathedral 

Serjeants-at-Mace County Councillor Wells Police Station 

Mayor’s Chaplain   

  

  
16 LOCAL COMMUNITY NETWORKS (LCN) CONSULTATION 

To receive sub group’s recommendation (attached, pages 7-19). 
  

17 CAMPAIGN FOR WOMEN AND CHILDREN’S ABUSE 
Proposal by Cllr I Von Mensenkampff. 

  
18 TO RECEIVE ANY WRITTEN REPORTS FROM DISTRICT OR COUNTY 

COUNCILLORS 
To follow, if any received. 

  
19 ANY OTHER URGENT MATTERS OF REPORT 
  

20 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of Wells City Council will be Thursday 24th November 2022, 7pm 

  
  

EXCLUDE THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
Note: If it is necessary for matters to be considered in confidence, it will be proposed 
by the Mayor that a resolution be passed under the provisions of the Public Bodies  
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 as amended. 
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AGENDA ITEM 14 

Report on Wells Twinning Association by Cllr Deborah Orrett, Wells City Council 

representative on the WTA committee. 

Wells Twinning Association was established in 1988 and is currently chaired by Dawn Payne 

with meetings held every 6 weeks. It has always had close links with WCC and I have full 

voting rights as a member of the committee. 

Twinning in Wells was first established in 1979 with our French counterpart Paray-le Monial 

in order that the two places “will enjoy strong links of friendship and gain in culture, 

commerce, trade, entertainment, sport and pastimes and for there to be greater 

understanding between the respective nations” 

In 1983 a charter was signed with Bad Durkheim in Germany (which was already twinned 

with Paray-le Monial). 

“Friendship agreements” have also been signed with Bad Berka, a small town in Germany 

and with Kluczbork in Poland (in 2010) 

In 2012 a twinning charter was signed with Commune di Fontanellato near Parma in Italy 

WTA has around 140 members who pay a small annual subscription. They also fundraise to 

be able to subsidise some trips to our twinned towns.  They receive no outside funding 

although WCC has generously paid for accommodation for visiting Mayors on numerous 

occasions and will host drinks in the Mayor’s parlour during a visit. It is felt that WCC can 

only contribute to expenses of formally twinned towns and not the friendship “arrangements”. 

 WTA is keen to “open up” interest in twinning with young people getting involved to expand 

the interest from its traditional image of exchange amongst the retired. 

They have established a 3 year plan so they know what visits will occur. Often a visit will 

coincide with the Wells carnival in November (although Kluczbork is no longer able to come 

over this autumn) 

Stewart Cursley was due to visit Bad Durkheim last month but had to withdraw due to the 

death of the Queen. He had paid near to £1000 for his flight and other expenses himself. 

10 members are travelling to Bad Durkheim in October. They may be accommodated in 

people’s homes or will otherwise pay hotels costs themselves.  

Mayors in our twin towns tend to hold the position for more than one year. Stewart has 

written a letter of introduction to all the Mayors. 

WTA are currently rebuilding their website and are keen this should be accessed via the 

Wells City Council website to maintain close links.  

I shall continue to be involved with this enthusiastic group of people and these beautiful 

places to maintain healthy relationships post Brexit.  

 

Deborah Orrett. October 2022. 
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AGENDA ITEM 15
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AGENDA ITEM 16 
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