
 

 

 

WELLS CITY COUNCIL 

 

 

COUNCIL SUMMONS 

 

 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE  

ANNUAL MEETING OF WELLS CITY COUNCIL, 

MAYOR-MAKING,  

WHICH MEMBERS ARE SUMMONED TO ATTEND  

WILL BE HELD IN THE BALL ROOM AT  

WELLS TOWN HALL ON  

SATURDAY 20th MAY 2023 

AT 5.00PM 

 

 

 

S m luck                                                                                              10th may 2023 

Town Clerk 

 

Town Hall, 

Wells BA5 2RB 

01749 673091 

e-mail: townclerk@wells.gov.uk                                                                               



 

 

 

 

 

PROCESSION 

(Please remain standing during procession; then sit) 

  

Preliminaries: 

 

 

1. Welcome and Apologies for Absence 

The Town Clerk 

 

2. The Outgoing Mayor 

i. The vote of thanks 

ii. The outgoing Mayor’s speech 

 

Formal session:   

AGENDA 

 

1. ELECTION OF MAYOR  

i. Nominations 

ii. Declaration of the election of the 649th Mayor 

iii. The new Mayor is invested with the Chain of 

Office by the retiring Mayor 

 

Please stand while the Mayor and party leave the hall for the 

exchange of robes and chain. 

Please sit during the break. 

The Town Crier announces the entrance of the Mayor, for which you 

are asked to stand. 

 

2. ASSUMPTION OF OFFICE 

i. The Mayor signs the following: 

- The Declaration of Acceptance of Office 

- The Oath of Allegiance 

- The Roll of Mayors 

 

ii. The outgoing Mayor and Mayoress are presented 

      with the City Badge  

 

iii. The Mayor’s speech of acceptance 

 

iv.  Appointment of the mayoress 

 

  



 

3. ELECTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR 

i. Nominations 

ii. Declaration of the election of the Deputy 

Mayor 

iii. The Deputy Mayor is presented with the 

Badge of Office by the Mayor 

iv. The Deputy Mayor presents a gift to the 

Mayor 

 

4. TRANSFER OF CUSTODY OF TWIN TOWN KEYS 

The Chairman of Wells Twinning 

Association presents the keys of Paray-le-

Monial, Bad Durkheim and Fontanellato to 

the Mayor, for safe keeping 

  

5. APPOINTMENT OF HONOURARY OFFICERS 

The Mayor confirms the following appointments: 

i. The Mayor’s Chaplain  

ii. The Churchwarden, St Cuthbert’s Church 

iii. The High Constables   

iv. The Serjeants-at-Mace  

v. The Town Crier  

 

6. THE PROCLAMATION 

The Town Crier proclaims to the people of 

the City the election of the 649th Mayor 

of Wells  

 

7. MINUTES AND ALL FURTHER BUSINESS 

The Council will now adjourn and all 

further business be deferred until Council 

reconvenes at: 7pm Thursday 25th May 2023 

in the Council Chamber, Wells Town Hall 

 

The Town Clerk will direct guests to the Mayor’s reception 

and advise on official photos. 

You are asked to stand while the Mayor and City Council 

leave the hall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Mayor-making  

The annual ceremony of appointing a mayor is very ancient 

and is probably medieval in origin, even though the head of 

the council was styled differently then. The title ‘mayor’ 

dates from 1589 when the borough of Wells was 

incorporated by royal charter granted by Elizabeth I. 

Previously the city council, or commonalty as it was known, 

was headed by a master (magister), an honourable office 

dating from medieval times. The master and commonalty had 

to be burgesses to qualify for election.  

 

The Maces 

The mace is a widely used symbol of civic authority, owing its 

origin to a weapon of warfare. The earliest recorded Wells 

maces were employed until 1641 when they were replaced by 

new ones costing £25 5s.  These appear to have continued in 

use throughout the Civil War and Commonwealth periods.  

The present elaborately ornamented, silver-gilt maces were 

acquired in 1660, shortly after the Restoration of King 

Charles II that year.  Their purchase for £38 10s (a figure 

equivalent to around £5000 today) from a Mr Gallington, 

probably in London, is recorded in the Corporation 

accounts for that year. 

 

High Constables’ Staves 

The high constables’ staves are also symbols of authority, 

anciently associated with the maintenance of law and order. 

These two silver-tipped, decorated wooden staves were 

presented to Wells corporation by Thomas Mattock, while 

mayor, 1686.  The silver mounts are engraved with a 

representation of an ash tree, as on the medieval mayor’s 

silver seal, and the name of the donor.  The staves were 

originally longer than they are now. 

 

Mayor’s Chain 

This consists of a double chain of silver gilt, with pendant 

and shields engraved with the arms of the City and Dr Henry 

Livett, who presented it to Wells corporation, while mayor, 

1862. 

 

Symbolic keys of the Twin Towns  

The keys are presented at the annual ceremony of mayor-

making as a sign of continued friendship and goodwill 

between Wells and its twin towns in France, Germany and 

Italy. The keys are then kept in the custody of the newly 

elected mayor during the following civic year, normally 

from May to May.   


