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WELLS CITY COUNCIL 
 

COUNCIL SUMMONS 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE MEETING OF WELLS CITY COUNCIL,  
WHICH MEMBERS ARE SUMMONED TO ATTEND, WILL BE HELD IN  

WELLS TOWN HALL ON THURSDAY 22ND JUNE 2023 AT 7.00PM 

Please note this meeting will be recorded for the purpose of minute-taking. 
 

Steve Luck 
Town Clerk 

 

 
Town Hall, Market Place 
Wells,  
BA5 2RB 
01749 673091 
e-mail: townclerk@wells.gov.uk          15th June 2023 

 
 

AGENDA 
 

Wells City Council has declared a climate emergency.  Each agenda item must consider the 

impact on any policy and decision. 

  
1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS 

To receive any apologies for absence. 
  
2 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 

To receive Councillors’ Declarations of Interests, made under the Council’s Code of 
Conduct adopted 12th May 2022. 

  
3 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL HELD ON THE  
25TH MAY 2023 
To be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Mayor. 

  
4 MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  

Public speaking time is normally restricted to 15 minutes in total, at the discretion of the 
Mayor. 

  
5 POLICE REPORT 
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6 MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Mayor’s Diary 
i. 25th Jun, 400th Anniversary of Axbridge Town Maces, Axbridge Town Hall 
ii. 29th Jun, Symphonic Finale, Wells Cathedral (Cllr Cursley attending)  
iii. 29th Jun, The Mayor’s New Clothes Charity Launch, Wells Town Hall 
iv. 30th Jun, Speech Day, Wells Cathedral 
v. 1st Jul, Wells Environment Day, Portway Annexe 
vi. 1st Jul, Wells Ballet School Summer Dance Show, Wookey Hole 
vii. 2nd Jul, Romulus & Remus Twinning Festival 
viii. 2nd Jul, Annual Civic Service, Yeovil 
ix. 2nd Jul, Wells Theatre Festival Launch Party 
x. 3rd Jul, Wells Rotary, The Crown   
xi. 5th Jul, Wells in Bloom School Award Ceremony, Bishop’s Palace 
xii. 16th Jul, Tortoise & Hare Run, Wells Football Club 
xiii. 25th Jul, Meet the residents, Abbeyfield House 

  
7 OUTSIDE SPACES & ESTATES COMMITTEE 

To receive the minutes of the meeting held on 1st June 2023 (attached) 
  
8 PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

To receive the minutes of the meeting held on 15th June 2023 (to follow) 
  
9 FINANCE & COUNCIL MATTERS COMMITTEE  

To receive the minutes of the meeting held on 8th June 2023 (attached) 
  

10 INTERNAL AUDIT (attached) 
To receive the Internal Audit Report 

  
11 EXTERNAL AUDIT (attached) 

i To approve and sign the Annual Governance statements for the year 2022-23 
ii To approve and sign the Annual Statements of Accounts for the year 2022-23 

  
12 CLIMATE WORKING GROUP 

To appoint new members 
  

13 SLURRY BLIGHTING LIFE IN WELLS 
To agree a letter be submitted to the Environment Agency - Cllr Denis 

  
14 REPORT FOLLOWING LAST COUNCILLORS SURGERY ON 12TH JUNE 

Councillors in attendance: Cllrs D Denis and P Welch 
  

15 NEW ROTA FOR FUTURE COUNCILLOR ADVICE SURGERIES (attached by email) 
To agree and complete the attached rota.  

  
16 TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS/TRUSTEES ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

i. The Connect Centre - report received from Cllr P Welch (attached) 
ii.  
  

17 TO RECEIVE ANY WRITTEN REPORTS FROM SOMERSET COUNCILLORS 
To follow, if any received. 

  
18 ANY OTHER URGENT MATTERS OF REPORT 
  

19 
 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of Wells City Council will be Thursday 27th July 2023, 7pm 
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Circulation List:  

 Somerset Councillors Wells Journal & Wells Voice 

Town Clerk/RFO Serjeants-at-Mace Wells Chamber of Commerce 

Town Clerk Assistant Mayor’s Chaplain The Bishop’s Palace 

Cemetery & Burial Officer Town Crier Wells Cathedral 

Outside Spaces Officer Wells Civic Society Avon & Somerset Police 

Wells City Council members WCC Internal Auditor  

   

EXCLUDE THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
Note:  If it is necessary for matters to be considered in confidence, it will be proposed by the Mayor 
that a resolution be passed under the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 
1960 as amended. 
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Outside Bodies report to Wells City Council from the Connect Centre 
The profound value of the work done by the Connect Centre hit home when I went to one of 

their Community Lunches. 

We were talking to a man in his mid-30s who said, unprompted, as he left: “Going to the Dairy 

House saved my life.” 

If you are rough sleeping or homeless your life expectancy drops. It is very hard on the body 

and mind. 

Not many people know about the Dairy House but it is a very special place near Stratton-on-

the-Fosse. Quiet, peaceful and committed to ending rural homelessness. 

“The underlying problems include isolation, debt, family breakdown, other traumas and 

substance abuse,” said Suzanne Addicott, Projects Manager for the Connect Centre, “which 

causes a revolving door of homelessness which we are trying to stop.” 

The majority of people sleeping rough in what was Mendip are self-isolating, living outside 

of the built-up areas – and the rural Dairy House offers a supportive transition from that 

lifestyle. 

Transforming Dairy House into a community house was spearheaded by Suzanne who 

had worked helping heroin addicts at a pioneering project in Hong Kong with St Stephen’s 

Society.  

The Dairy House residents cook and eat together, and take part in structured activities 

including art, pottery, animal care, gardening and hedge-laying to help prepare them for 

life after they leave. 

Also working well is the Connect Centre’s Housing First project which helps the homeless 

find somewhere to live, and they are delighted to have received new funding for it and the 

Dairy House through Somerset Council. 

Meanwhile the centre is looking at setting up a Mother and Baby group as well as a Youth 

Club. 

But what they need is more volunteers. “In particular drivers and helpers at our drop-ins 

listening to mentally people,” said Suzanne. If you are interested email her at 

suzanne.addicott@connect-centre.org.uk. 

• The Community Lunches are held on Wednesdays from noon-2pm. There is no charge but 
donations are welcomed. 

Councillor Philip Welch 

8th June 2023 
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